CHAPTER                                                   NINE

BOOKER     WASHINGTON    AMONG     HIS

IN SPITE of his absorption in guiding the destinies of
his race Booker Washington never lost interest in in-
dividuals however humble or in their individual affairs
however small. This was strikingly shown in his rela-
tions to his students. He never weaned in his efforts to
help in the solution of the life problems of the hundreds
of raw boys and girls who each year flocked to Tuskegee
and to Booker Washington with little but hope and am-
bition upon which to build their careers. With many of
these newcomers he not infrequently had his initial talk
before they knew who he was. This was made easy by his
simple and unassuming manner, which was the exact op-
posite to what these unsophisticated youths expected in a
great man. "One of the graduates of Tuskegee in the book,
"Tuskegee and Its People," thus describes his first meeting
with Booker Washington. His experience was almost iden-
tical with that of many another entering student. He says:
"My first glimpse of Mr. Washington was had in the de-
pot at Montgomery, Ala., where a friend and I, on our
way to Tuskegee, had changed cars for the Tuskegee train.
Two gentlemen came into the waiting-room where we were
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